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MARK AGUILAR 

Teacher — Wildwood Elementary 

30.8 Years 

 

Mark has dedicated all the years of his service in education to one learning community: 

Wildwood Elementary in the Puyallup School District. He is passionate about his profession and 

reflects that in the high expectations of his students. Mark is a great advocate for what he 

passionately believes is best for the students and his colleagues. It is refreshing to watch Mark, as 

a very seasoned educator, explore with his school team and have the willingness to try 

unconventional interventions to ensure success for his students. Mark’s dedicated and 

enthusiastic support of the unique Dancing Classroom Program in fifth grade has benefitted his 

students and other fifth-grade students at Wildwood to learn collaboration and to present one’s 

self with grace and pride through ballroom dancing as its vehicle. Thank you for serving our 

Puyallup students and their families, Mark. 

 

CINDY ANDERSEN 

Teacher — Fruitland Elementary 

19.8 Years 

 

Cindy is retiring after 20 years as a teacher. She started working in the Puyallup School District 

as a Developmental Preschool teacher. Following her preschool experience, she settled in to 

teach first-grade students for the rest of her career at Fruitland Elementary. After completing a 

Masters of Education degree in literacy, Cindy has always enjoyed sharing books and teaching 

reading to young students. Throughout her teaching career, she has been an advocate for the 

success of each child. Before Cindy was a teacher at Fruitland, her own children attended the 

school, so she has supported Fruitland both as a volunteer and a teacher for many years. She is 

looking forward to spending more time with her family and traveling. The Fruitland staff 

congratulates Cindy on her retirement and new adventures. 

 

LARRY BEYER 

Teacher — Ballou Junior High 

34.8 Years 

 

Larry has devoted nearly his entire career to the Puyallup School District. During his first few 

years in education he taught in Bend, Oregon before moving to Puyallup where he taught at both 

Maplewood and Ridgecrest elementary schools. Larry’s last 23 years were spent teaching 

students math at Ballou Junior High. For the past 35 years, Larry has touched thousands of 

students’ lives. He has not only taught students math skills, but he also taught students how to be 

hard-working, respectful young adults. Larry’s high quality of work and his passion for teaching 

students will surely be missed. In retirement, Larry will be spending quality time with his parents 

and his six grandchildren. He will also enjoy woodworking and gardening. 
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SHARON BRUMBAUGH 

Teacher — Woodland Elementary 

8.8 Years 

 

Sharon’s dedication to students can be seen through 29 years of teaching, the last nine years of 

which were at Woodland Elementary. She was recently awarded Advocate of the Year by the 

Woodland Parent Teacher Organization. Over her career at many schools, Sharon has balanced 

academic instruction with a love of the arts. The last five years she has been the general music 

teacher at Woodland. A highlight of her career was taking the Woodland Select Choir to sing the 

National Anthem at a Mariner’s game in the spring of 2014. It was a proud moment for Sharon, 

the choir, and all Woodland Eagles to see the choir on the jumbo Tron! Sharon credits her 

experiences as a student, wife, mother, preschool teacher, daycare worker, paraeducator, 

substitute, and full-time teacher in making her the person she is today. She will continue to 

advocate for teachers in her retirement by supporting schools. 

 

HELEN CARLISLE 

Bus Driver — Transportation 

24.3 Years 

 

Helen’s career with the Puyallup School District began in January 1990 as a substitute bus aide. 

As an aide, Helen assisted special needs student during their bus rides to and from school. A year 

or so later, she transitioned from a bus aide to a regular bus driver in March 1991. Helen spent 

the next 20 plus years transporting and meeting the needs of students in her care. A heartfelt 

thank you for your many years of service to our students, district and community. Helen, best 

wishes in your retirement. 

 

XUANHAI CARMICHAEL 

Network Systems Analyst — Information Technology Center 

27.5 Years 

 

As a young widow, Xuanhai came to the United States in 1975 as a refugee from Vietnam, along 

with her two-year old son and her grade school-aged sister. She earned her Bachelor’s Degree 

(cum laude) in Computer Science at Pacific Lutheran University and later joined the Puyallup 

School District supporting its Pentamation Student Records System. Since then she has had 

many different roles in technology, oversaw multiple conversions of systems, and has supported 

many of the district’s key technology systems, including IEP Online, eTrition, Transfinder, and 

others. Everyone enjoys working and talking with Xuanhai. She is quiet but friendly and very 

interesting. We will miss her very much. 
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DORIS CHRISTIANSEN 

Paraeducator — Stewart Elementary 

17.3 Years 

 

Doris has worked in the Puyallup School District for 17 years at the elementary level. She has 

held a variety of positions in both general and special education; however, the majority of her 

career has been with developmental preschool. Doris is a true team player — she frequently 

contributes to team planning and brainstorms ways to best meet the needs of all students. She is 

positive and friendly, a model for all. Doris loves her job and strives to make a difference in the 

lives of children. One more thing to know, Doris does not care for receiving accolades for her 

job, for it is the daily interactions that are her greatest accomplishment. Doris will be missed, and 

we wish her the very best as she begins a new chapter in life — retirement. 

 

DEBRA CUNNINGHAM 

Teacher — Zeiger Elementary 

18.8 Years 

 

Debi has been touching the lives of students for the past 19 years. Her warm smile and calm, 

caring demeanor is welcomed by students, parents, and staff. She has the ability to brighten 

everyone’s day with a kind word or comforting hug. Debi is a tireless educator who ensures that 

her students are learning to the best of their abilities. Even with the years of experience she has 

had, Debi continues to grow and has proven her belief that one can always learn and grow as an 

educator. She spends countless hours preparing for her students. I’ve had the privilege of 

working with her the past four years, and she has shown me what it means to be a lifelong 

learner. Debi has a servant's heart, and she has truly enriched and impacted the lives of hundreds 

of students. Her warm smile and loving disposition will be missed at Zeiger. Thank you for all of 

the years that you’ve dedicated to all. We will miss you! 

 

LYNDELL DITTUS 

Teacher — Emerald Ridge High School 

34.8 Years 

 

Dell has spent a majority of his teaching career here in the Puyallup School District. He started in 

Puyallup in 1980 teaching driver’s education. His philosophy is to set high expectations for not 

only his students but his peers, the coaches he oversees, and the athletes in our building. He is 

“The Voice” of Emerald Ridge with thundering command of every venue and setting the stage 

for assemblies, games, and graduation ceremonies too numerous to count. He has been the 

recipient of many honors and awards: WSSAAA AD Service Award 2015, WCD Meritorious 

Service Award 2015, and even being nominated into the Athletic Hall of Fame, George Fox 

College 2003. His presence, smile, laugh, and standard of expectation will leave a huge hole in 

the fabric of Emerald Ridge. 
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LINDA EGELAND 

Paraeducator — Waller, Fruitland, and Meeker Elementary Schools 

30.4 Years 

 

Linda began her career volunteering in the Puyallup School District. One program “Including 

Me” helped children with disabilities mainstream into regular classrooms. She also volunteered 

at Waller Road Elementary for the “Picture Person Art Awareness Program.” In 1987 and 1998 

Linda was honored with the Golden Acorn Award for her volunteer work at Waller Road and 

Karshner elementary schools. Linda worked as a playground supervisor at Waller Road for a 

number of years until she was officially hired in 1985. During her 30 years of employment in the 

Puyallup School District Linda has worked as a Special Education paraeducator, preschool 

assistant, Title I paraeducator, and ELL instructional assistant. Teaching children is her passion, 

and she has done a great job working here at Waller Road. She is dedicated to her work, and she 

will be truly missed. Her retirement plans include volunteering at Waller Road and traveling with 

her husband. 

 

VICKI EGELAND 

Paraeducator — Wildwood Elementary 

19 Years 

 

Vicki has served the students and their families at Wildwood Park Elementary for nearly two 

decades. Her legacy at Wildwood that goes beyond the school community is teaching our 

students to be of service and to be of comfort to other communities. In addition to serving as a 

paraeducator in our Title I/LAP programs, her impact also includes teaching our student leaders 

to model to their peers to be selfless with their talents and time through multiple and annual 

community service projects. She has been instrumental in leading school efforts in multiple 

clothing, toy, and food drives. Vicki’s legacy for fostering community service projects will 

continue on. Thank you for serving our Puyallup students and their families, Vicki. 

 

RON ELLIS 

Bus Driver — Transportation 

7.8 Years 

 

Ron was hired as a bus driver in September 2007. During his years as a driver, he was 

consistently early to work and maintained perfect attendance each year. Ron enjoyed his job and 

was appreciated by his students as captured in a note from one of his riders. “Sir, thank you this 

year for driving us home after school. Although it is your job, you do it very well. I appreciate 

the way you handle every situation on the bus. I always know that my bus ride home will be safe 

and enjoyable. Thank you for your dedication in your job. Anyone can drive a car. It takes 

someone special to drive a school bus. Thank You!” What a fitting and rewarding way to end a 

bus driving career. Ron, thank you for your commitment and services rendered. 
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REBECCA ERICSON-BROWN 

Counselor — Northwood and Shaw Road Elementary Schools 

16.8 Years 

 

The Northwood and Shaw Road elementary staffs have had the pleasure of working with Becky 

for several years as our beloved counselor, colleague, and friend. She is positive, kind, and 

always has the best interests of our students. Becky has served in the Puyallup School District for 

the last 17 years at Shaw Road, Wildwood, and Northwood elementary schools as a school 

counselor and as a behavior specialist. In addition, she worked for the Clover Park School 

District as a counselor at the junior high level and as a French teacher at Charles Wright Middle 

School. Our schools and families have benefitted tremendously from Becky’s work. Her shoes 

will definitely be very difficult to fill. Congratulations to Becky on her retirement! We are going 

to miss her smiling face and warm heart! 

 

ELIZABETH GARRETT 

Teacher — Zeiger Elementary 

26.8 Years 

 

It is a bittersweet occasion as Beth retires from Zeiger Elementary and the Puyallup School 

District. She has been a leader in education for the past 27 years. I have worked with Beth for the 

past four years, and I have had the opportunity to watch her create lasting, positive memories for 

her students. Beth has demonstrated a steadfast commitment to help each of her students 

overcome challenges and learn at higher levels than they thought possible. Beth has an intuition 

that enables her to spot a child who is struggling and is able to say and do the right thing at the 

right time. Her students will remember Mrs. Garrett most for her genuine compassion for each of 

them. For the past two decades she has enhanced the lives she has touched in every building and 

in every classroom. She is an Explorer who will truly be missed. Thank you for all of the years 

that you’ve dedicated to students and the kindness you have demonstrated to all. We will miss 

you! 

 

DANIEL GAY 

Technician — Information Technology Center 

15.4 Years 

 

Daniel was often the last chance for failing technology items; if he couldn’t fix them, they 

couldn’t be fixed. He was the sole technician for overhead projectors from some of our earliest 

models until recent days. He also took care of all the district’s printers and any computers that 

had hardware failures. We will certainly miss his sense of humor, along with his expertise, 

knowledge, skill, and his will to get the job done. 
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DONNIE GRAHAM 

Custodial Operations Supervisor — Operations 

28.8 Years 

 

Donnie started work with the Puyallup School District in 1986 as a substitute custodian and 

moved on to many roles working for the district during the last 29 years. Donnie has been a 

custodian, Facilities Operation Manager, Operations Supervisor, and Interim Director. Quite 

simply, Donnie’s done it all. Among her many accomplishments was opening Emerald Ridge 

High School as the district’s first female Facilities Operations Manager at a high school. Donnie 

possesses many valuable traits, but most of all she cares about people and knows exactly the 

right thing to say at the right time. Donnie’s sense of humor and immense knowledge will be 

missed by many. In retirement, Donnie plans to spend time with her grandkids, travel, do tons of 

yard work, and go fishing. 

 

CYNTHIA GRAY 

Secondary Cook Manager — Food and Nutrition Services 

16.6 Years 

 

Cindy started working in food services as an assistant server at Northwood Elementary in 1998. 

She moved up the Food and Nutrition Services ladder to Edgemont Junior High as a kitchen 

helper, then cashier, and finally, kitchen manager. We’re very sad to see her go. She is always 

willing to help out other schools by filling in as a back-up manager when we’re short-handed. 

She enjoys the students and staff at Edgemont and leaves big shoes to fill! We wish her luck in 

her next adventure in Nevada! 

 

SUSAN GRONHOVD 

Teacher — Ridgecrest Elementary 

23.8 Years 

 

Sue’s path to becoming an educator started when she was 21 years old. Her first job was in 

Tacoma at Holy Rosary where she taught for three years. She left to teach at Chief Leschi, which 

at the time was newly built. She taught there for two years. A devoted parent and a deeply caring 

individual, Sue took some time off to focus on being a mother for 13 years. She returned to the 

profession when her children were in fourth and fifth grades. She has been at Ridgecrest 

Elementary for 23 years, where she started as a developmental preschool teacher. Sue remembers 

the day before school began. She and a teaching partner found some students’ tricycles. She 

could not help herself. She jumped on the tricycles and rode them down the school hallway. Sue 

explains that she will never forget that experience because the principal at the time, Brian Lewis, 

had stopped her and asked her to get off the tricycle. She was sure that she was going to get in 

trouble. Instead, he took the tricycle and rode it down the hall. Sue has many memories of 

Ridgecrest — the students, student teachers she has trained, and staff she has impacted. Sue’s 

team shares how dedicated, caring, and loving Sue is to her students, colleagues, and the 

community. Sue’s compassionate nature is echoed by the school office manager who recalls 

when her own stepfather had died, Sue decided that she was going to be supportive by driving all 

the way down to Oregon to attend the funeral. This gesture and many more like this that Sue has 

done for others has built a strong friendship among her and the rest of the Ridgecrest staff. Sue 

has made life-long impacts on countless children in her career, and she will be held in the hearts 

of many as they progress to their life goals. Thank you Sue, for your relentless supportive and 

cultivated work for students. 
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PATRICIA GRUVER 

Teacher — Hunt Elementary 

13.8 Years 

 

Patty became an educator because she has always loved school. She began teaching fourth grade 

back in 1976 in Vancouver, Washington, and then moved to Tacoma shortly after. From 1980 to 

2001, Patty took time off to focus on being a mother. She returned to teaching as a substitute at 

Ridgecrest Elementary where she was fostered for most of her career as a fourth-grade teacher.  

As blessings would have it, Patty landed at Hunt Elementary joining the Title I/LAP team. This 

proved to be her favorite assignment. She looks back and smiles on her fondest memories of 

students calling her “mom,” and the more recent memories of students calling her “grandma.” 

This reminds her of how important she is to so many students. She draws strength from the 

accomplishments of her students who start with learning gaps and end with reading skills at or 

above grade level.  Her bittersweet moments include when students did so well that they were 

able to test out of the program by spring. A nurturing, altruistic educator, Patty Gruver has 

relentlessly supported and cultivated student learning. Patty would be the first to tell you that 

every day is an adventure, and that is how she will continue to live her life on the road of 

retirement. 

 

CAROL HALEY 

Paraeducator — ELL — Special Services 

31 Years 

 

Carol’s impact as an educator working with ELL students is beyond measure. For frightened 

students and families just learning to navigate the English language, a friendly smile is priceless. 

Carol’s humor and warmth made it easy for her to build relationships with her students, families, 

and staffs. Even though she traveled from building to building, she made time to connect with 

staff about her students. She sought strategies and ideas to best serve her students as they acquire 

English language. During her 31 years of service, she touched countless lives. Her bright smile 

and bubbly personality will be missed by all. 

 

KATHLEEN HALL 

Assistant Server — Stewart Elementary 

3.6 Years 

 

Kathy worked at Stewart Elementary the entire time she was with us. She was well liked by 

students and staff and was a contributing member of the kitchen team. She had a lot of fun 

celebrating Mariners days in the kitchen and was happy to participate with any promotions. 

She’s excited to be heading to Virginia via Arizona when she’s done here! 
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RANDY HAMILTON 

Driver — Logistics Support Center 

7.1 Years 

 

Randy began his career with the Puyallup School District in 2008 as a warehouse driver. He was 

always very pleasant and willing to help out anyone. He was known by his trademark mustache 

and kind smile. His continual cheerfulness and desire to go the extra mile is already greatly 

missed at the Logistics Support Center and around the district. 

 

SUSAN HAMILTON 

Bus Driver —Transportation 

27 Years 

 

Sue began her 27-year career in February 1987 as a substitute bus driver. In September of the 

same year, she was hired as a regular driver. From that point forward, Sue predominantly drove 

buses primarily transporting deaf and hard-of-hearing students and behavioral students. Sue was 

very passionate about her students and ensuring their needs were met. She was also a team player 

and willing to help whenever needed. Thank you Sue, for your many years of service to students 

and commitment to help. We wish you well in retirement as you start a new chapter of life. 

 

CHERYLE HAMMOND 

Paraeducator — Ballou Junior High 

24.8 Years 

 

Cheri has touched students’ lives for almost 25 years. She retired in December, and since then 

everyone at Ballou Junior High has missed her tremendously. Her positive outlook is contagious. 

Cheri has a can-do attitude; always helping out when needed. She is a great team player. Cheri 

served as a resource paraeducator at Ballou, as well as a support center paraeducator. Her 

patience, positive attitude, and love for the students showed through on a daily basis. Cheri truly 

cared about each student she assisted. We are thankful that Cheri Hammond was able to spend 

such quality time in the Puyallup School District. 

 

TERRY HEITZ 

Office Manager — Food and Nutrition Services 

35.2 Years 

 

Terry started her career in November 1978 as a substitute kitchen helper. She was hired 

permanently as lead server at Sunrise Elementary in 1980, and then moved on to Ferrucci Junior 

High and Ballou Junior High before becoming the Food and Nutrition Services office manager in 

the 1986-87 school year. She never looked back. In 1997, Terry was instrumental in helping to 

plan and open the district’s new food service administrative offices at the new Central Kitchen 

site. Terry’s exceptional attention to detail, broad experience, organizational strengths, personal 

work ethic, and commitment to Puyallup schools has made her an icon in the food and nutrition 

services department. Her presence and contributions to the Puyallup School District will live on 

for many years after her retirement. 
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CHRISTINE HUMPHREYS 

Teacher — Edgerton Elementary School 

20.8 Years 
 

Christine is an educator with genuine passion for her chosen profession. Growing up the eldest 

daughter of 10 children, Chris has fond memories teaching her younger siblings. She followed 

her love of teaching into making a lifelong career as an educator. She began her career at Ft. 

Zumwalt School District in O’Fallon, Missouri, where she taught in the intermediate grade levels 

for 20 years. When her family relocated to Washington, Chris intentionally chose the Puyallup 

School District to continue her career. She has taught at Woodland, Wildwood, and Hilltop 

elementary schools. She has served in the learning department as a support specialist and as 

building learning specialist. Since 2007, Chris has been part of the fifth- and sixth-grade teams at 

Edgerton Elementary. Her kindness, passion for learning, and personal connections have made a 

positive difference in the lives of students for a lifetime! Chris is excited for the future and plans 

to pursue many of her interests in the arts, language, and literature, of course. She will be missed 

in the Puyallup School District! 
 

CAROL JOHNSON 

Teacher — Fruitland Elementary 

25.4 Years 
 

Carol began her teaching career at White River Elementary where she worked for nine years. She 

then was hired to teach in Puyallup at Riverside Elementary for 12 years. Her final school 

assignment has been at Fruitland Elementary where she has helped children learn for 14 years. 

Mrs. Johnson is known for her caring heart. She believes that students don’t care how much you 

know as a teacher until they know how much you care about them. She has also enjoyed working 

with her colleagues, students, and their families. Carol is grateful for all the wonderful people 

who have left footprints on her heart forever! Plans have already been made to celebrate Carol’s 

retirement with trips to Disneyland and Mexico. She looks forward to traveling and spending 

more time with her family and friends. Over the years, Carol has always appreciated the support 

of her husband, Richard. The Fruitland staff wishes Carol the very best in her retirement. 
 

NICOLET JOHNSON 

Teacher — Ferrucci Junior High 

26.7 Years 
 

When speaking of Nicci, the word Renaissance comes to mind. Ms. Johnson has a Bachelor of 

Science degree in statistics from the University of California, Riverside with a focus on 

computer programming — this after working for two years prior as a physics major. After 

college she worked for a large utility company in San Francisco doing programming and 

economic/statistical analysis. Between this and her time spent teaching, she worked on a 

Montana cattle ranch and was owner/operator of a small craft business which participated in 

larger craft shows here in the Puget Sound area. Through volunteer work she called upon her 

science background and taught science lessons at her daughter’s schools, which sparked an 

interest in teaching. After substituting she began teaching fifth grade at Pope Elementary, where 

she taught for 10 years, while earning a master’s degree in teaching with a focus in instructional 

technology. After Pope she taught for 11 years at Ferrucci Junior High, where she has taught 

both science and art. She has been deeply involved in the running of the district science fair and 

all the efforts to put on the event at the annual Spring Fair. In retirement she plans to travel, work 

in her beautiful yard, and immerse herself in her crafts, — especially jewelry making. 
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LINDA KALMBACH 

Bus Driver — Transportation 

31 Years 

 

Linda came to the Puyallup School District as an already licensed bus driver from another state. 

However, she started over with the district as a substitute bus driver in April 1984. Four months 

later, she was hired as a regular bus driver. During her 30 years of service, Linda had the 

privilege of driving some of our more challenging buses on some rather challenging roads. Linda 

recently earned the distinguished honor of becoming one of the district’s first ever bus drivers to 

win first place at the State Road-eo school bus competition in 2012-13. As the state winner, she 

went on to compete at the National Road-eo school bus competition and earned second place. 

What an awesome way to end a long career. Congratulations Linda, and best wishes! 

 

CLAUDIA KNAUSS 

Counselor — Woodland Elementary 

26.8 Years 

 

Claudia’s career is reflected in the comprehensive guidance and counseling programs she has led 

at eight elementary schools: Stewart, Spinning, Brouillet, Carson, Wildwood, Meeker, Waller 

Road, and Woodland. Her most recent 14 years have been served at Woodland, where she 

coordinated the Student Success and 504 Plan teams and McKinney-Vento services for homeless 

students.  Providing individual and small group counseling, Claudia taught proactive life skills 

such as self-esteem and friendship building, coping with loss, and adjusting to family transitions. 

Her passion for developing a heart for community service in children was demonstrated by her 

organization of extensive service projects (Food Drives, Giving Tree and March Gladness). 

These provided every student an opportunity for “hands on” involvement in local and global 

projects. Another highlight of Claudia’s career involved traveling to Alaska to participate in the 

educator’s course for Iditarod 2013: The Last Great Race on Earth. Through this involvement, 

Claudia orchestrated a Skype learning experience between Woodland fourth-grade students and 

her musher, fulfilling her objective of teaching students the value of pursuing their dreams. She 

has worked to support Puyallup families for nearly three decades, connecting parents to a wide 

range of resources including housing, utilities, parenting skills classes, and community-based 

counselors. In retirement, Claudia looks forward to spending more time with husband Maxwell, 

her children, and grandchildren. She plans to add river boats to their prior experiences with 

ocean cruising and trying “flyball” with her Cavapoo, Jacob. 
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ELIZABETH KNOX 

Assistant Director Title I/Learning Assistance Program — Special Services 

13 Years 

 

Liz has a long history as an instructional leader and is one of those very unique individuals who 

leaves a footprint, a legacy as you will…….She has spent the past 13 years of her educational 

career here in Puyallup serving as the principal of Spinning, Maplewood, and Edgerton 

elementary schools with these past three years serving as Director of Title I and LAP. She 

received her bachelor’s degree from Evergreen, her master’s degree from Washington State 

University and her principal certification from Central Washington State University along with 

being Nationally Board Certified. Prior to working in Puyallup, she served in the Auburn School 

District for 15 years as a teacher, reading specialist, and principal. She also spent 4 years in 

Japan teaching at the America Schools. Liz possesses a skillset that has been invaluable to her 

students, peers, as well as a great resource to our district. In her spare time she is a volunteer for 

Chase Gardens, a fiddle student, a Kiwanis member, and an outdoor enthusiast. Liz is headed to 

Bogota, Columbia to become a principal for the International Schools where she will be for the 

next two years with her husband, Jim. She will be greatly missed and we wish her only the very 

best on this new adventure! 

 

JAMES KNOX 

Applications Analyst — Information Technology Center 

22.4 Years 

 

Jim came to the Puyallup School District in 1992 from the Washington School Information 

Processing Cooperative, where he had developed fiscal software for schools. He was hired to 

support that software here, and his support included numerous departments, including 

Accounting, Budget, Purchasing, Payroll, Human Resources, Facilities, Transportation, Food 

Services, and Warehouse. He has supported several conversions and major upgrades of our 

financial systems including the current system, BusinessPLUS. In recent years, his major 

emphasis has been on maintaining system and user security and on developing or maintaining 

management reports for various business offices. Jim has helped many of us understand why 

certain things are the way they are because he has kept a good record of our history. His friendly, 

outgoing personality has endeared him to all, and we wish him the best on his new adventures 

with his wife, Liz. 

 

PETER KOVALENKO 

Bus Driver — Transportation 

8.8 Years 

 

Pete became a Puyallup School District employee in July 2005 as a substitute bus driver. One 

year later in September 2006, he was hired as a regular bus driver. Pete spent the majority of his 

eight years as a bus driver transporting students with special needs. He was very thoughtful and 

considerate of his students’ needs. Student safety was a key motivation for Pete. He would see 

students in potentially unsafe situations and would bring the concern to staffs’ attention along 

with a proposed solution. Now that he’s retiring, Pete will have more time to do some of the 

other things he thoroughly enjoys — fishing, hunting, clam digging, and all things outdoors. 

Thank you Pete, for your years of service to our students and the district. Congratulations on 

your retirement, and we wish you the very best. 
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RONALD KUHNE 

Bus Driver — Transportation 

13.1 Years 

 

Ron began his bus driving career with the Puyallup School District in November 2001 as a 

substitute bus driver. Three years later, he was hired as a regular driver in August 2004. We are 

very appreciative of Ron’s 13 years of service. In his heart, he was not ready to retire, but 

circumstances said otherwise. Ron says he will now sit back and enjoy life intermixed with a few 

strategically placed car shows. Ron, congratulations, and thank you for your years of service.  

 

MARGARET LANGSTON 

Teacher — Stahl Junior High 

22.8 Years 

 

Margaret, a phenomenal teacher at Stahl Junior High, has been employed in the Puyallup School 

District for 39 years. Also, she has been teaching at Stahl for a total of 19 years. She is one of 

Stahl’s original staff members and has played an integral part in the opening of Stahl in 1993. 

She has served the entire staff in many capacities and the Puyallup School District as a PEA 

Representative and PEA President. According to one of her colleagues, Ms. Stefani Fersch, 

“Margaret has a passion for art, and her passion is contagious. She is able to connect with 

students, and they produce amazing work. Many of her students who enter contests emerge as 

winners.” Margaret is dedicated, caring, and compassionate. She is a student advocate, and she 

rallies behind and has supported children her entire life as an educator. She is a champion for 

children’s individuality through art. She has been one of the main organizers for the building in 

representing Stahl in the Honoring Cultures Diversity Fair for the Puyallup School District. 

When Margaret is asked to assist or do a major project, she usually says, “No worries.” You 

know you can count on her. It will be done to perfection. She is able to think of the details and is 

able to see the big picture. Margaret is highly respected and loved by students, parents, and staff. 

She holds the highest standards of honesty and integrity. Thank you, Margaret for your 

dedication, your professionalism, and your creative spirit as a teacher. As Chuck Maiuri, a 

colleague of Margaret for over 22 years, voices our sentiments, “It’s been a privilege to know 

and work with Margaret for all these years. She will be missed by all.” 
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LINDA LARSON 

Teacher — Mt View Elementary 

30.8 Years 

 

Linda is happily and deservedly entering retirement after 36 years as a teacher and as a 

difference maker. Linda is a 1974 graduate of the University of Washington and started teaching 

in Renton in 1974. Beginning in 1979, Linda stayed home to raise her family and then came to 

the Puyallup School District in 1984, 31 years ago. Excelling in a number of different positions, 

Linda has been a teacher, math coach, and assessment coordinator at Pope, Zeiger, Hilltop, 

Fruitland, Woodland, and Mt. View Elementary Schools. For the last eight years, Linda has been 

teaching at Mt. View. Additionally, Linda is a qualified trainer for math, reading, and writing 

curriculums, and the Common Core State Standards. Linda was selected by Washington state to 

be an item writer for the elementary math SBAC test. Her presence and influence at Mt. View 

will be missed. For years, Linda has been our split class teacher, looping up with a fantastic 

group of students. Linda has also been our outstanding assessment coordinator, during a time 

when test coordination can be a full-time job all by itself. Linda and her husband, Jeff, plan to 

completely enjoy retirement, spending time relaxing, enjoying time with family, and playing 

with their seven grandchildren. Additionally, Linda plans to substitute at Edgemont Junior High 

School. Linda, you will be missed. You deserve the best, and on behalf of the greater Mountain 

View and Puyallup communities, I thank you for your service to our children! 

 

KEVIN LINDSAY 

Custodian — Sunrise Elementary 

33.4 Years 

 

Kevin started as a substitute custodian with the district in 1981 before hiring on permanently in 

May 1982. Over the past 34 years Kevin has been a custodian, the last 29 of which were spent as 

a Facility Operations Manager. Kevin is funny, is hard-working, and possesses a wealth of 

knowledge about our district and Sunrise Elementary in particular. Kevin is a team player who 

cares about people and enjoys working hand-in-hand with school staff to support students. His 

positive can-do attitude touched many staff, parents, and students over his three-and-a-half 

decade tenure with our district. Kevin plans to continue working for the state fair and become 

more active with First and Goal. Kevin will be missed by many. 

 

CHARLES MAIURI 

Teacher — Stahl Junior High 

35.8 Years 

 

I have had the privilege of knowing Chuck as a peer and as an administrator. As a first-year 

teacher I sat back and watched Chuck with a curiosity. He always seemed to be so gruff or stern. 

However when students would talk about him and their time in his class, they would always have 

nothing but positive things to say. What I learned was he was firm, fair, and above all concerned 

about their safety. In all of his time working with students and the power equipment, he never 

lost a limb, finger, or eye. In my time as an administrator I have observed more students come 

back to check in with Mr. Maiuri than any other staff member. Chuck has had such an impact on 

students that several of them have moved on to being CTE Teachers themselves. Last year’s 

CTE Teacher of the year was heard saying that Mr. Maiuri was one of the most inspirational 

influences in his decision to becoming a CTE Teacher.  
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SUSAN NEIL 

Teacher — Hunt Elementary 

26.8 Years 

 

Susan knows the scoop — or she knows someone who does — especially when it relates to the 

history of Hunt Elementary. While she started her career teaching sixth grade at the “old” 

Woodland Elementary site, she went on to teach fourth grade at Pope Elementary and finally 

made Hunt her home 1990, where she has been ever since. Mrs. Neil recalls team teaching with 

one of her former 1990 students, Molly Perrine, as a high point in her career. By her own 

account, her biggest success as an educator was when she had a student named Mimi who came 

from the Philippines. This child was unable to read much of anything when Mrs. Neil first met 

her in September of that year. But by December, she helped instill a voracious appetite for the 

written word in that young lady, as evidenced by Mimi’s completion of “Little Women” that 

very month. This student went on to graduate from the University of Washington and is a 

champion for women’s rights. Susan is proud that her teaching legacy continues to carry on by 

her son, James, who is an administrator in the Tacoma School District. 

 

DOLORA NEUMAIER 

Nurse — Carson and Fruitland Elementary Schools 

17.6 Years 

 

Dolora graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing from the University of Michigan 

in 1974. Her first nursing job was at Mott Children’s Hospital in Ann Arbor, Michigan. She 

spent a short time in Sydney, Australia working as an operating nurse. Upon returning from 

Australia, Dolora moved to Washington state and worked for 16 years for the Tacoma-Pierce 

County Health Department in the areas of home health, maternal child health, family planning, 

maternity support services, and adolescent health programs. She joined the school nurses in 

Puyallup School District in 1997 where she was assigned to Wildwood and Brouillet elementary 

schools for over 10 years. Dolora volunteered to help open Carson Elementary when it was built 

eight years ago. She has also worked at Spinning and Fruitland elementary schools. Plans for 

retirement include learning to play the piano, scrapbooking, reading, and needlework. Her 

daughter works as a social studies and history teacher in a high school in the Bronx. There are 

plans to visit her daughter, as well as taking a driving trip with her sister from Anchorage, 

Alaska to Nashville, TN. When she returns from her travels, Dolora plans to volunteer her 

services at Mary Bridge Children’s Hospital. 
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CONCHITA OLIVER-MOORE 

Assistant Principal — Stahl Junior High 

12.9 Years 

 

Conchita has been in my administrative life since day one. I’ve learned so much from her over 

the years. The one thing I still question her about is why retirement now? Her energy, efficiency, 

and drive are as good as I’ve seen. She is absolutely just taking care of business. Sure I 

understand that I’m being a little selfish, but like all of you I hate to see the good ones get away. 

The thing that we are going to miss most at Stahl is Conchita’s passion for students. It didn’t 

matter if she was working on discipline, addressing the Students of the Quarter crowd, or trying 

to inspire failing students to do their best, she did it with passion. As students and staff left her 

office for various reasons, they knew she cared about them and their well-being. Another thing I 

will miss about Conchita is her voice of reason. I’ve often heard her say, “Troy are you sure 

about that? What do you think about this?” That was code for you better step back and re-

examine the situation. Mrs. Moore, I know you are going to have a great time in retirement. Job 

one is reconnecting with your husband, daughters, and grandchildren even if you don’t get to go 

to France to make it happen. The second thing is getting to see as much live WWF wrestling as 

possible. The third thing is to continue to do all that you want with the passion you used at work 

every day. Thanks so much for being a great colleague and an even better friend.  

 

LAUREN ORHEIM 

Principal — Fruitland Elementary 

38.8 Years 

 

Laurie came to the Puyallup School District in 1976 teaching third-grade students at both Sunrise 

and Ridgecrest elementary schools until 1983. In the years that followed, Laurie served as a 

building principal at Riverside, Karshner, and Ridgecrest elementary schools. For the past eight 

years, Laurie has worked with students, parents, staff, and community as the proud principal at 

Fruitland Elementary. It is clear to each of the Fruitland stakeholders that Ms. Orheim puts the 

needs of kids first and clearly believes that the children are the best part of her job. Ms. Orheim 

shares that “nothing is better than a little smile or caring note from a child.” She is tireless in her 

efforts to increase student learning for each and every kiddo. Laurie has high expectations of 

students, teachers, and herself AND these expectations are met because she is willing and able to 

provide support above and beyond what would normally be required. She clearly loves working 

with educators who are passionate, caring, and committed to making a positive learning 

difference in the lives of our students. Ms. Orheim has been a role model in professionalism, 

work ethic, and compassion for the staff and students of Fruitland, Ridgecrest, Karshner, 

Riverside, and Sunrise elementary schools, and for the Puyallup School District. Laurie is 

looking forward to enjoying additional time and adventures with her family and friends, traveling 

internationally with her husband, volunteering in the community, and continuing to research 

family history. Laurie, it was our privilege to work with you, and you will be missed 

tremendously. 
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KEVIN POTASKY 

Teacher — Stahl Junior High 

34.8 Years 
 

Kevin is a fantastic teacher — a teacher who is respected and loved by his students, parents, and 

staff, Kevin has been teaching in the Puyallup School District for 35 years and has been teaching 

at Stahl Junior High School for two years. He is a man of high character and passion. He holds 

the highest standards of honesty, integrity, and professionalism. According to Scott Larue, a 

colleague who has known Kevin for 20 years, “Hundreds of students have benefited over the 

years by having Kevin as their teacher. He believes each student can learn, but he understands 

that comes in different ways. I have become a better teacher and person over the years by 

working with him.” Another colleague, Barbara Weir, says, “I have known Kevin for 20 years. 

During that time he has been a colleague, a teammate, a neighbor across the hall, a confidant, 

and a friend. Kevin has given me support when I needed it, and help when I had a favor to ask. 

He’s ‘had my back’ over the years, and I will miss him.” Mrs. Kim Petty says, “I had the 

pleasure to work with Kevin at Shaw Road Elementary for 21 years. He routinely put countless 

hours into broadcast journalism so students and staff alike could read about and watch the goings 

on of our school as presented by our sixth graders. He was passionate about the students he 

worked with, as well as a great role model for them. Kevin touched many lives in those he 

taught, as well as co-workers who were fortunate enough to get to work with him.” Kevin has 

made many personal sacrifices for students even at times putting his students ahead of his family. 

Many of his friends and students will always thank and appreciate what he has done for them. 

Potasky is one of a kind. Kevin, continue being the great man you are. We will truly miss you. 
 

DON ROLLINS 

Transportation — Bus Driver 

14.8 Years 
 

Don began his bus driving career as a substitute bus driver in September 1998 and was hired as a 

regular bus driver two years later in May 2000. Don’s positive attitude and flexibility were some 

of his key attributes that enabled him to work well with his students and parents. He was always 

willing to help and didn’t mind taking extra trips. Don really enjoyed his job to the extent that it 

was difficult for him to make the decision to retire. Now that the decision is made, he has lots of 

fun excursions awaiting him — European cruises, spending time at his summer house, quality 

time with family — and the list goes on. Don, thank for your 14 years of service and your 

willingness to always help when needed. Congratulations and enjoy your retirement.   
 

LINDA ROLLINS 

Lead Server — Karshner and Fruitland Elementary Schools 

12.7 Years 
 

Linda has been with the Puyallup School District almost 13 years. All of her years were spent at 

Fruitland Elementary where she has been a food server. She also added the breakfast program at 

Karshner Elementary to her duties a few years back. She clearly enjoys the students and knows 

most, if not all of them, by name. Linda has demonstrated her school spirit and fun side by 

wearing outfits to fit special school events. She dyed her hair blue and green to celebrate the 

Seahawks! Linda has been a dedicated employee. Plans have already been made to celebrate 

Linda’s retirement. Her family is going on a Baltic cruise. Most of her free time will be spent 

relaxing at her lake home in Olympia. We wholeheartedly thank Linda for her service over the 

years. 
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DANNIE SAUNDERS 

Custodian — Kalles Junior High 

9.2 Years 

 

One of six siblings, Dannie started working right away as a little girl picking strawberries. She 

had many jobs in her career, and for nearly the last decade Dannie served as a custodian at Kalles 

Junior High. Dannie is very dependable with a great sense of humor and always went the extra 

mile to do her job well. In retirement, Dannie plans to travel and spend time with her six 

stepchildren, 23 grandkids and four great-grandkids. Dannie will be missed by many. 

 

CINDY SCHILL 

Transportation Specialist — Transportation 

31 Years 

 

Cindy began her career with the Puyallup School District in September 1982 as a bus attendant 

for students with special needs. In January 1984, she was hired as a regular bus driver. For the 

next 19 years or so, Cindy drove both large and small buses, but primarily drove small buses for 

students with special needs. In November 2003, Cindy applied for and was hired as an Assistant 

Dispatcher and remained as such until November 2013 when her title changed from Assistant 

Dispatcher to Transportation Specialist. Some of Cindy’s responsibilities included managing 

routes for 30 buses, routing McKinney-Vento students, and scheduling athletic field trips. One of 

Cindy’s demonstrated strengths was her customer service skills in interacting with parents and 

the community. Cindy, congratulations on your retirement and thank you for your 31 years of 

service. You and your ‘snorting’ laughter will be missed. 

 

CINDY SIMMONS 

Bus Driver — Transportation 

9.6 Years 

 

Cindy became an employee with the Puyallup School District in November 2004 as a substitute 

driver. Ten months later she was hired as a regular driver in September 2005. We appreciate the 

nine-plus years of service Cindy gave to the district serving our students and community. Cindy 

is looking forward to spending more quality time with her now retired husband, their dogs, and 

especially her quadruplet grandchildren. We wish Cindy the very best in her retirement.   
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MAUREEN SINCLAIR 

Teacher — Ferrucci Junior High 

31.7 Years 

 

For 39 years, Maureen shared her love of writing and literature with students up and down the 

West Coast. After graduating from Fresno State University with a degree in English and Social 

Studies, she began her teaching career at Merced High School in Merced, California where she 

taught for one year prior to moving on to LaLoma Junior High in Modesto, California for five 

and a half years. Upon moving to Puyallup, Maureen was hired at the newest junior high school, 

Ferrucci, where she has taught for the past 32 years. Aside from English, Mrs. Sinclair taught 

Latin and Social Studies, but her first love was English. On top of her teaching responsibilities, 

Mrs. Sinclair can frequently be seen timing cross country and track meets, running the clock at 

basketball games, helping at football, serving as Department Chair for the English department, 

and organizing the ninth-grade dance for Ferrucci. While in Washington, Mrs. Sinclair received a 

master’s degree in Curriculum and Instruction from Seattle Pacific University. She and her 

husband, Steve, have raised one daughter and are looking forward to the opportunity to travel 

during retirement. 

 

RICHARD SMITH 

Custodian — Kalles Junior High 

8.9 Years 

 

For nearly a decade, Richard has been a custodian at Kalles Junior High. Richard is a model of 

consistency and dependability, rarely ever missing work. To ensure students have a safe and 

clean learning environment, Richard bends over backwards to make sure things are done on time 

and the right way. He has always done everything anyone asks of him. In his retirement, Richard 

plans to spend time with his six grandkids, as well as more time drag-racing and working on cars 

out of his garage. Richard will be missed by many. 

 

GLENDA SPRAY 

Teacher — Sunrise Elementary 

20.8 Years 

 

When Glenda sings the Wheels on the Bus with her first graders, it’s not just about the school 

bus. What she is really thinking about is how much she enjoys seeing the wheels turn as they 

learn a new skill and understand a new concept she’s taught. When we think about ‘lights going 

on,’ you can’t help but know it from a first grader! Glenda’s love for our youngest and teaching 

them how to read is one of her greatest joys and will be one of her fondest memories of her 

work. Glenda leaves behind a legacy through the ongoing relationships she’s developed with 

students and families over the years both here at Sunrise and previously at Wildwood where she 

taught kindergarten. Having students return year after year to see their teacher who opened the 

doors to learning will continue to be something Glenda will enjoy as she encounters families in 

our community. It won’t be the same at Sunrise as her smile warmly welcomes so many students 

and families to our school. Thank you, Glenda, for your dedication to our students. 
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GALEN STARK 

Bus Driver — Transportation 

10.6 Years 

 

This is Galen’s second retirement. He spent 28 years as a National Park Ranger and now 10 

years as a bus driver. As a bus driver, Galen was quiet and unassuming, but he was always there 

to help out when needed. Many of his 10 years of service, Galen had perfect attendance — for 

which we are grateful. Galen will now focus his attention on things he really enjoys — like 

genealogy, environmental conservation, traveling, and many other activities. Galen, thank you 

for your service and commitment to duty. We wish you well in retirement.   

 

CHRISTINE STASAK 

Teacher — Wildwood Elementary 

25.8 Years 

 

By the end of this year, Chris has dedicated serving students and families for a total of 41 years. 

Twenty-six of those have been with Wildwood Elementary. It is great seeing her relationships 

and connections across multiple generations of Wildcats. Chris has been a contributing member 

of Wildwood’s Leadership Team for more than a decade. She has also been known to tutor 

students after school. Chris is the epitome of example that one can never be seasoned enough as 

a teacher to stop learning, especially on what it takes to make a difference in student’s life. She 

has also been known as a consummate professional who never wavered on her duty to her 

students, even during challenging times with her health. Her dedication and contribution to our 

learning community is felt by all. Thank you for your dedicated service to Puyallup students and 

their families, Chris. 

 

JACQUELINE STEELE 

Teacher — Hunt Elementary 

35.8 Years 

 

Jacque earned her teaching degree in 1974 from St. Paul’s in Yakima. She can remember earning 

a whopping $3,000 a year on her first assignment. From there, she went on to teach in a remote, 

200-person community in Alaska. While in Alaska, Jacque recalls some harrowing experiences 

and priceless stories, like when Kushtaka (the Tlingit Indian equivalent of Sasquatch) was 

sighted emerging from the ice, and school was canceled for a day as a result. Jacque’s career has 

been truly marked by adventure — from dodging chairs to jogging with wolves, and more 

importantly teaching children to read and think. She has done it all. She says she will miss 

running into her former students more than anything else. She is always mesmerized when she 

runs into her former, tiny third graders who have grown into 6’4” adults. As one of the teachers 

who opened Hunt Elementary nearly two-and-a-half decades ago, Jacque Steele has impacted a 

great number of students and their families. She will be missed. 
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DAVID TATE 

Teacher — Rogers High School 

34.8 Years 

 

Dave has been outstanding educator for over 30 years. He has a love of English and the gift to 

teach like I have never seen before. Dave is passionate about teaching the writing process, and 

more importantly, he is passionate about teaching life lessons. His professionalism, humor, and 

ability to relate to young people is unmatched. Rogers High School will definitely miss David 

Tate. I feel honored and blessed to have worked for him. 

 

GARY TILLOTSON 

Bus Driver — Transportation 

4.7 Years 

 

Following a diverse 29-year career in the Department of Defense as a civil servant, Gary applied 

to become a substitute bus driver in June 2008. He became a regular bus driver in November 

2010. Though Gary’s time as a bus driver was short, he had perfect attendance for two of those 

years. Gary found great delight in making people smile by telling zany jokes. Gary now moves 

on to the more important things in life — spending more quality time with his wife and striving 

to better meet her needs. Along the way, he plans to do a little fishing and traveling. Gary, thank 

you for your service, and best wishes to you and your wife. We will miss your zany jokes. 

 

 

LYNN WARDLE 

Teacher — Emerald Ridge High School 

30.4 Years 

 

Lynn’s dedication to children goes back to the time before he was a teacher. While living in Salt 

Lake City he worked as a therapist at Primary Children's Medical Center, and when he came to 

Washington he was a Respiratory Therapist at Tacoma General Hospital. He started as a 

substitute in our district and eventually moved to a School Management Assistant at Aylen 

Junior High. Lynn's next steps started him down the path of Elementary Physical Education 

Specialist at Spinning, Fruitland, and Waller Road elementary schools. It was not long before he 

was finally promoted to junior high as he returned to Aylen and continued as a P.E. Specialist. 

Lynn was quite the overachiever, as it only took him five years to complete junior high and move 

to Puyallup High School. All kidding aside, Emerald Ridge was lucky enough to add Lynn to the 

physical education staff where he has been committed to educating students about the benefits of 

exercise and healthy eating. Lynn lives what he preaches as one of the fittest and most healthy 

people on our staff as we often get to see the pictures of his hiking adventure. We have all 

benefited from his positive attitude and happy approach to life. He will be missed at Emerald 

Ridge! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Staff Retirees 2014–2015 

 

  21 

THERESA WARDLE 

Nurse — Aylen Junior High, Meeker and Waller Road Elementary Schools 

28.7 Years 
 

Tess attended the University of Utah in Salt Lake City on a ROTC scholarship and graduated 

with a BSN from the School of Nursing and as a Commissioned Officer in the United States 

Army in 1976.  Upon graduation, Tess was assigned to Madigan Army Medical Center at Ft. 

Lewis, Washington. She worked ten years in Labor and Delivery, and then served in the Army 

Reserves until she retired with 22 years of duty. When her youngest child was in kindergarten, 

Tess enrolled at PLU to earn her Educational Staff Associate Certificate in School Nursing. She 

started her career as a school nurse in the Puyallup School District in 1987. Her husband, Lynn 

Wardle, is a Puyallup School District teacher and coach and is retiring this year along with Tess. 

Their plans for retirement include backpacking trips, family reunions, and an 18-month mission 

trip for their church. 
 

SUSAN WHIPPLE 

Paraeducator — Edgemont Junior High School 

28 Years 
 

Susan has served the Edgemont Junior High learning community for three short years, after 

spending many years at both Shaw Road and Stewart elementary schools. She is very positive 

and enthusiastic to both students and staff. Susan truly cares about everyone around her and is a 

wonderful team member. She listens closely to the students and checks back with them to see if 

the situation has improved. Susan is a student advocate who encourages and supports students 

each day. She makes connections with students and makes a positive difference in their lives. 

Susan’s smile and hard work ethic will be missed.   
 

SUSAN WILLIAMS 

Teacher — Rogers High School 

11.8 Years 
 

For more than 10 years Sue has given to the students of the Puyallup School District. As a 

physical education teacher, she motivated students to succeed physically, but more importantly 

succeed in life. Her energy and spirit for life are contagious, and as a coach, she demanded 

excellence and earned the respect of her athletes. She will be greatly missed. 
 

DOLORES WILLS 

Teacher — Hunt Elementary 

13.8 Years 
 

Dolly’s path to becoming an educator started in the late seventies after she graduated from 

George Mason University in Virginia. A devoted parent and a deeply caring individual, Dolly 

took some time off to focus on being a mother. She returned to the profession in 2000, and she 

has loved it ever since. Throughout her career, Dolly has delighted in seeing her students enter 

her classroom as seniors to say goodbye and thank her for helping them along the road to 

success. Among her fondest memories, one student returned to her classroom and played her a 

song on the violin. As Dolly looks back on a fulfilling career, she cherishes the multiple letters 

she has received from parents thanking her for instilling in their children a love for learning and 

a drive for success. Dolly has made life-long impacts on countless children in her career, and she 

will be held in the hearts of many as they progress to their goals. 
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JANET WOLCOTT 

Teacher — Wildwood Elementary 

20.8 Years 

 

Janet’s service to our profession, hence to future generations, spans across the globe. She has 

taught abroad and brings to our local community, especially to our students, a global perspective. 

Her relentless and dedicated drive to reach every student, no matter what the challenge entails, is 

inspiring to her colleagues and supervisors. Janet’s positive attitude and positive presupposition 

of her students and their families are evident in how she works with them: with grace and a 

smile. She is a great model for her colleagues when it comes to perseverance and never tiring to 

continue to learn new strategies for the purpose of reaching each and every student. Janet is the 

epitome of dedication, professionalism, and positivity in our profession. Thank you for serving 

our Puyallup students and their families, Janet. 

 

KAREN ZAWISLAK 

Teacher — Woodland Elementary 

22.6 Years 

 

Karen began serving Puyallup students at Sunrise Elementary as a parent volunteer in 1980 and 

received the Golden Acorn Award that year for her dedication. As a volunteer, she was an art 

docent, culture study chairperson, and "Including Me" puppeteer, which taught third graders 

throughout the district about disabilities of some mainstreamed students. She later became a 

paraeducator at Sunrise Elementary, a teacher substitute, and finally a beginning teacher at 

Sunrise. Her career continued at Hilltop Elementary, where she was awarded both a Golden 

Acorn Award and an Outstanding Educator Award. She moved to Woodland Elementary in 2009 

and continued to show her passion for children’s picture books and using them in teaching 

concepts across the curriculum. She enjoys teaching art to children, and many of her students 

have had their art win awards at the Puyallup Fair or be posted on the district website. Karen was 

awarded the Teacher of the Year at Woodland in 2015. After retirement, Karen and her husband 

will do some camping and traveling. She is looking forward to spending more time with her 

family, volunteering, painting, and reading. 



 

 

Puyallup School District 2014-15 Retirees 

 
Mark Aguilar    Elementary Teacher   Wildwood Elementary 

Cindy Andersen    Elementary Teacher   Fruitland Elementary 

Larry Beyer    Secondary Teacher   Ballou Junior High 

Sharon Brumbaugh   Music Teacher    Woodland Elementary 

Helen Carlisle    Bus Driver    Transportation 

Xuanhai Carmichael   Network Systems Analyst  Information Technology Center 

Doris Christiansen   SPED Paraeducator   Stewart Elementary 

Debra Cunningham   Elementary Teacher   Zeiger Elementary 

Lyndell Dittus     Secondary Teacher   Emerald Ridge High School 

Linda Egeland    Paraeducator    Waller Road/Fruitland/Meeker 

Vicki Egeland    Paraeducator    Wildwood Elementary 

Ron Ellis    Bus Driver    Transportation 

Rebecca Ericson-Brown   Counselor    Shaw Road/Northwood 

Elizabeth Garrett   Elementary Teacher   Zeiger Elementary 

Daniel Gay    Technician    Information Technology Center 

Donnie Graham    Custodial Operations Supervisor  Operations 

Cynthia Gray    Secondary Cook Manager   Food and Nutrition Services 

Susan Gronhovd    Elementary Teacher   Ridgecrest Elementary 

Patricia Gruver    Elementary Teacher   Hunt Elementary 

Carol Haley    Paraeducator    ELL- Special Services 

Kathleen Hall    Assistant Server    Stewart Elementary 

Randy Hamilton    Warehouse Driver   Logistics Support Center 

Susan Hamilton    Bus Driver    Transportation 

Cheryle Hammond   Paraeducator    Ballou Junior High 

Terry Heitz    Food Service Office Manager  Food and Nutrition Services 

Christine Humphreys   Elementary Teacher   Edgerton Elementary 

Carol Johnson    Elementary Teacher   Fruitland Elementary 

Nicolet  Johnson    Secondary Teacher   Ferrucci Junior High 

Linda Kalmbach    Bus Driver    Transportation 

Claudia Knauss    Counselor    Woodland Elementary 

 Elizabeth Knox     Assistant Director Title 1/LAP  Special Services 

James Knox    Applications Analyst   Information Technology Center 

 



 

 

Peter Kovalenko    Bus Driver    Transportation 

Ronald Kuhne    Bus Driver    Transportation 

Margaret Langston   Secondary Teacher   Stahl Junior High 

Linda Larson    Elementary Teacher   Mountain View Elementary 

Kevin Lindsay    Custodian    Sunrise Elementary 

Charles Maiuri    Secondary Teacher   Stahl Junior High 

Susan Neil    Elementary Teacher   Hunt Elementary 

Dolora Neumaier   Nurse     Carson/Fruitland 

Conchita Oliver-Moore   Assistant Principal   Stahl Junior High 

Lauren Orheim    Principal    Fruitland Elementary 

Kevin  Potasky    Secondary Teacher   Stahl Junior High 

Don Rollins    Bus Driver    Transportation 

Linda Rollins    Lead Server    Karshner/Fruitland 

Dannie Saunders   Custodian    Kalles Junior High 

Cindy Schill    Transportation Specialist   Transportation 

Cindy Simmons    Bus Driver    Transportation 

Maureen Sinclair   Secondary Teacher   Ferrucci Junior High 

Richard Smith    Custodian    Kalles Junior High 

Glenda Spray    Elementary Teacher   Sunrise Elementary 

Galen Stark    Bus Driver    Transportation 

Christine Stasak    Elementary Teacher   Wildwood Elementary 

Jacqueline Steele    Elementary Teacher   Hunt Elementary 

David Tate    Secondary Teacher   Rogers High School 

Gary Tillotson    Bus Driver    Transportation 

Lynn Wardle    Secondary Teacher   Emerald Ridge High School 

Theresa Wardle    Nurse     Aylen/Meeker/Waller Road 

Susan Whipple    Paraeducator    Edgemont Junior High 

Susan Williams    Secondary Teacher   Wildwood Elementary 

Dolores Wills     Elementary Teacher   Hunt Elementary 

Janet Wolcott    Elementary Teacher   Rogers High School 

Karen Zawislak    Elementary Teacher   Woodland Elementary 


